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ROYAL  INFIKMARY. 


«A  Meeting  of  the  Working  Classes,  and  a  considerable  num- 
bber  of  Employers,  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  on  ihurs- 
,  day  evening,  5th  April,  to  take  into  consideration  the  best 
im^ns  of  raising  a  Permanent  Supplementary  Fund  in  aid  ot 
rthe  Royal  Infirmary,  among  the  Working  Classes  and  their 
lEmployers.  On  the  platform  were  the  Lokd  Provost,  irea- 
■surer  Dick,  Councillors  Renton,  Law,  Kay,  and  Whitehead, 
Messrs  J.  F.  M'Farlan,  Archibald  Thomson,  James  Milne, 
fTHOMAS  Ireland,  W.  Steele,  Richard  Melville,  &c.  There 
^^^-aa  also  a  considerable  number  of  highly  respectable  Artizans. 
TThe  hall  and  gallery  were  quite  filled. 

Mr  Shearer  reminded  the  Lord  Provost  of  what  he  had 
<said  at  the  meeting  of  employers  recently  held  in  the  Music 
IHall,— that  if  the  working  classes  took  the  subject  into  their 
fown  hands,  and  if  they  got  up  a  meeting  to  lay  the  claims  of 
tthe  Infirmary  before  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  he  would 
the  happy  to  take  the  chair  at  that  meeting.  Taking  his 
ILordship  at  his  word,  he  (Mr  S.)  had  grfeat  pleasure  in  calling 
rhim  to  the  chair.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  Lord  Provost,  having  taken  the  chair,  begged  to  thank 
tthe  meeting  most  sincerely  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him, 
iand  to  say,  that  on  no  occasion,  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
(duties,  did  he  feel  more  at  home  than  when  he  was  amongst 
\  the  working  classes  and  his  fellow-citizens.  (Applause.)  He 
lhad  come  to  this  meeting  to-night,  as  he  went  to  the  meeting 

on  the  former  occasion,  called  for  a  somewhat  similar  purpose, 
'without  bias  of  any  kind,  and  determined  to  do  his  duty  as 
•  chairman  of  the  meeting,  anxious  only  to  promote  the  inte- 
1  rests  of  the  great  institution  about  whose  aifairs  they  were 
■  now  met.  He  was  indilfcrent  as  to  the  means  to  be  adopted, 
'  provided  that  what  was  done  was  for  the  real  benefit  of  that 
'  institution.  He  was  wedded  to  no  particular  scheme,  but  was 
.  anxious  that  a  large  and  beneficent  institution,  like  the  Royal 

Infirmary,  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  lost  sight  of ;  and,  above 
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all,  that  the  great  good  it  had  done  in  the  many  years  that  are 
])ast,  might  be  continued  for  generations  yet  to  come.  He  did 
not  look  on  the  Royal  Infirmary  as  an  advantage  merely  to 
the  working  classes ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  from 
this  institution  the  rich  derived  as  much  benefit  as  the  poor. 
(Applause.)  It  wiis  well  known  to  them,  and  to  the  medical 
classes  in  particular,  tliat,  but  for  this  great  normal  institution, 
the  student  could  not  have  the  advantage  of  seeing  the  manv  pc-| 
culiar  diseases  constantly  treated  within  its  walls,  neither  could 
he  witness  the  many  difficult  and  delicate  operations  that  were 
daily,  and  most  successfully,  being  performed  there  by  its  dis- 
tinguished medical  and  surgical  officers.  Without  these  im- 
portant advantages  they  could  not  send  forth  those  very  emi- 
nent medical  men  for  which  Scotland,  and  Edinburgh  in 
particular,  had  so  long  been  famed ;  and,  taking  no  higher 
view  of  its  claims  than  this,  it  became  every  citizen  of  Edin- 
burgh to  lend  his  aid,  not  only  to  maintain  its  present  efficiency, 
but  to  extend  and  perpetuate  the  benefits  of  that  great  hos- 
pital. (Applause.)  He  was  glad  to  see  so  many  citizens 
jiresent  to-night,  all  interestetl  in  the  welfare  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary.  The  crowded  meeting  he  saw,  and  the  unanimity 
that  prevailed,  were,  to  him,  most  encouraging  symptoms  of  its 
future  prosperity.  He  thought  it  right  to  state  to  them,  that, 
from  having  frequently  been  engaged  in  raising  money  from 
the  citizens  of  Edinburgh — more  particularly  when  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  chairman  of  a  committee  for  raising  subscriptions 
for  the  unemployed  poor — he  found  that  there  were  just  about 
1250  persons  who  uniformly  contributed.  He  thought  this  a 
narrow  basis  on  which  to  place  the  liberality  of  a  great  city 
like  this,  embracing,  with  Leith,  a  population  of  upwards  of 
160,000.  If  only  1250  contributed  for  a  very  pressing  neces- 
sity, he  might  fairly  argue  that  very  few  more  subscribed  to 
the  funds  of  the  Royal  Infirmary.  He  put  it  to  them,  whether 
this  was  as  it  ought  to  be  ?  He  said.  No !  (Cheers.)  He 
might  lament  that  the  upper  and  middle  classes  had  failed  in 
their  duty  heretofore,  but  he  trusted  the  working  classes  would 
not  consider,  that,  because  the  other  classes  had  failed  in  their 
duty,  they  were  to  fail  in  theirs  also.  He  thought  the  appearance 
of  the  meeting  bespoke  other  things ;  and  he  trusted  they  would 
be  the  means  now,  as  they  had  often  been  in  other  eases,  of 
leading  the  upper  classes  in  the  way  of  duty.  "(Applause.) 
Many  good  things  had  sprung  from  the  lower  orders  (if  they 
would  forgive  him  for  using  that  expression),  and  he  trusted 
they  would  set  a  good  example  to  those  above  them,  not  only 
in  appreciating  the  value  of  this  great  institution,  but  in  de- 
termining to  foster  and  extend  it.  They  M  ould  allow  him  to 
say  that,  if  there  was  any  one  institution  more  deserving  of 
support  than  another,  it  was  the  Royal  Infirmary ;  and  he 
trusted  their  deliberations  that  night  would  all  tend  to  its  ad 


wantage  They  were  mot  as  a  kind  of  off-shoot  from  another 
^meeuS'  recentV  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  and  got  up  at  the 

SstiS  of  a  very  worthy  old  friend  of  his-Mr  Milne ;  and 

whatever  mikt  bethought  of  his  scheme,  no  one  could  doubt 
i'S  sTjceri?;^^^^  wishing  well  to  the  Infirmary.  As  he  (the 
■ohaiman)  had  said  at  the  outset,  he  was  quite  unbiassed  as  to 
•SriS^uliar  mode  of  benefiting  this  institution  ;  and  he  might 

assuS  them,  that,  as  for  Mr  llilne,  provided  funds  could  be 
Sfeed  and  they  could  get  the  directors  out  of  their  di&culties, 

and  secure  the  giving  of  medical  advice  and  attendance  to  the 
;;^r  X  resortid  t^it,  his  (Mr  M.'s)  object  would  be  gained 
iin  whatever  way  they  put  their  measures  mto  operation. 

■^^S GEORoiMACKAT,  compositor,  then  addressed  the  meet 
iing.    He  said,  it  was  customary  for  those  entrusted  with  tht, 
■  relding  of  the  report  to  make  a  few  remarks  ;  but  as  he  did 
mot  poless  the  readiness  of  speech  which  was  reqmred  to  ad- 
.  dress  a  public  meeting,  he  hoped  they  would  excuse  him  on 
;the  present  occasion.    Besides,  the  interests  of  the  Royal  in- 
Ifii-raary  could  be  advanced  by  other  means  than  speech-mak-- 
i  ing.    The  best  speech  that  could  be  made  was  not  to  be  coni- 
I  pared  with  a  good  round  subscription  ;  always  keeping  m  mind 
I  that  the  poor  man's  mite  was  quite  as  rich  an  offering  as  tte 
wealthy  man's  gift.   He  trusted  that  his  very  eloquent  friends 
on  the  platform  would  not  suppose  that,  m  ^ayi^^.t^i^'  he 
meant  to  cast  any  slight  upon  them.    They  niight  think  per- 
haps, that,  not  possessing  "  the  gift  o'  the  gab"  himself,  like 
the  fox  in  the  fable,  the  grapes  were  sour.    (Laughter.)  it 
they  thought  so,  he  begged  to  assure  them  they  were  very  much 
mistaken!  for,  though  no  orator  hunself,  he  greatly  admired 
the  grace  and  ornament  of  rhetoric  ;  and  an  impassioned  and 
eloquent  discourse  always  delighted  him. 

Eloquence  is  the  tlvapcry 

Which  clothes  the  naked  form  of  human  thought 
With  sublimity  and  beauty. 

Mr  M.  then  read  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Keport : 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 


At  a  meetinp;  of  the  working  classes,  numerously  attend- 
ed, held  in  the  Council  aiambers  on  Thursday,  March  22 

^°  supported  by  Mr 

Milne,,  the  proposer  of  the  scheme,  Mr  Macfarlan,  Mr 
Thomson,  Mr  F.  Ranken,  and  Mr  Ireland,— the  followinrr 
resolution  was  inoved  and  unanimously  adopted :— 

"  That  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  be  called  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  raising  a  permanent  supplementarv 
fund  m  aid  of  the  Royal  Infirmary ;  and  that,  in  the  mean- 
time, a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
the  working  classes  are  benefited  by  that  institution." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  Resolution,  the  committee 
then  appointed  beg  to  lay  before  this  meeting  the  result  of 
their  inquiries ;  and,  in  doing  so,  they  trust  that  the  fol- 
lowing brief  remarks  regarding  the  claims  which,  they  con- 
ceive the  Royal  Infirmary  has  upon  the  public,  will  not  be 
considered  inappropriate. 

To  facilitate  their  labours,  the  committee  confined  their 
investigations  to  the  years  1846,  1847,  and  1848  ;  and  on 
referring  to  the  reports  of  those  years,  they  found  that  up- 
wards of  18,000  individuals,  nearly  all  adults  (a  number 
equal  to  one-eighth  of  the  population  of  Edinburgh),  were 
admitted  into  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  of  these,  12,000 
were  dismissed  cured.  No  language  can  convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  society  during  these  three 
years  by  this  noble  institution  ;  and  it  is  to  exti'icate  it  from 
its  present  embarrassed  position,  and  to  preserve  unimpaired 
Its  efficiency  in  future,  that  the  present  scheme  has  been 
proposed.  It  is  generally  known  that,  for  some  years  past, 
the  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  have  been  compelled 
to  contract  debt  to  meet  the  urgent  and  unprecedented  de- 
mands made  upon  the  funds  of  that  institution  ;  and  unless 
the  community  at  large — employers  as  well  as  employed — 
come  forward  and  contribute  largely  and  promptly  in  its 
behalf,  they  will  be  unavoidably  forced  to  refuse  admittance 
to  many  who  would  otherwise  find  there  shelter  and  attend- 
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Such  being  the  perplexed  condition  of  the  funds  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  the  committee  trust  that  tlie  wealtliier 


classes  will  see  tlie  imperative  necessity  of  subscribing  more 
liberally  t  han  they  have  hitherto  done  in  its  support.  It  is  not 
,'only  their  duty,  but  their  interest— not  only  benevolent,  but 
ihicrhly  politic— that  they  should  make  some. pro  vision  for  their 
i-poorer  fellow-creatures  in  the  hour  of  suffering.  If  they  are 
'left  to  lancruish  in  their  own  miserable  and  dingy  hovels, 
•crushed  by  poverty,  and  surrounded  by  the  most  pernicious 
influences,  many  will  unquestionably  perish.  But  that  will 
mot  stay  the  spread  of  disease.  On  the  contrary,  expe- 
-riencehas  now  demonstrated,  that  the  mdifference ,  oi  the 
.rich  to  the  miseries  of  their  feUow-beings  is  fearfully  and 
Mustly  avenged  ;  their  very  servants  being  often  made  the 
iinstruments  of  punishment.  (See  annexed  Table— Domes- 
•.tic  Servants.)  Let  those,  then,  who  have  till  now  dis- 
rreaarded  the  many  advantages  which  flow  to  society  trom 
I  the  existence  of  such  benign  institutions  ag  the  Koyal  inlir- 
imary,  weio-h,  for  a  single  moment,  their  domestic  bliss  and 
I  peace  of  mind  against  a  trifling  pecuniary  gift,  and  they 
•must  conclude,  that,  in  this  instance  at  least,  benevolence  is 
•sound  policy. 

But  while  such  is  evidently  the  duty  of  the  upper  classes, 
i  it  is  in  a  far  higher  degree  incumbent  on  the  working  classes 
tto  preserve  inviolate  the  eflaciency  of  this  institutioia.  As 
I  the  sole  recipients  of  this  charity,  its  claims  upon  their  libe- 
rality are  paramount  to  all  others.    While  it  cannot  be  dis- 
;  puted  that  a  large  number  of  the  working,  classes  make  pro- 
vision against  a  time  of  sickness,  it  must  be  admitted  that  a 
far  gi-eater  proportion  are  unable  to  do  so,;  and,  in  spite  of 
every  precaution,  few  of  them  can  confidently  assert  that 
they  will  never  need  the  aid  that  is  so  freely  preferred  by  this 
institution.  Farther,  while  charities  of  a  similar  character  in 
other  localities  are  fenced  round  by  restrictions,  the  doors  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  are  open  to  all  without  distinction  ;  and 
whatever  relief  the  highest  medical  skill  and  most  careful 
attention  can  bestow  is  placed  within  the  reach  of  the_  poor- 
est sufferer.'  These  advantages  cannot  be  valued  too  highly  ; 
and  the  committee  hope  that  they  will  form  inducements 
powerful  enough .  to  impel  the  working  classes  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  their  duty.    If  they  now  stand  in  listless  apathy 
and  see  this  noble  institution  droop  and  wither  for  lack  of 
support,  they  will  bitterly  deplore  it  hereafter.    Let  their 
exertions  be  strenuous,  systematic,  and  united,  and  they  can- 
not fail  to  rfendei*  it  independent ;  and  thus  preserve  a  re- 
fuge and  a  home  for  the  poor  when  stricken  by  disease. 
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The  subjoined  condensation  of  the  reports  for  the  three  oast 
years  fully  justify  the  committee,  they  conceive,  in  appealing 
thus  pomtodly  to  the  working  classes  in  behalf  of  this  rht 
rity.  . 

Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  at  1st  October  1845  257 
Admitted  from  1st  October  1845'to  1st  October  1848,  18,137 


Of  these  there  were — 
Dismissed  cured,         .         ,  j2  973 

rclieyed,      .  .  ;  {^qq 

with  advice,  or  at  their  own  desire,  441 
as  irregular  or  improper,  ,  .302 
having  received  no  benefit,  [  22Q 

2626 


18,394 


Died 


18,074 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital  at  1st  October  1848,  320 

m  following  is  a  seUclionfrom  the  Reports sliewing  the  Occupatione,  ^c, 
0/ those  admitted  during  the  years  1845-8. 


Occupation. 


No. 


Occupation. 


Bakers, 
Bookbinders, 
Book  folders, 
Brassfounders, 
Cabinetmakers, 
Carpenters, 
Carters, 
Chimneysweepers 
Clerks, 
Coachmen, 
Colliers, 
Drapers, 
Dressinakers, 
Fishermen, 
Flaxdressers, 
Fleshers, 
Gardeners,  . 
Hawkers,  . 
Housewives, 
Joiners, 
Labourers, 
Do.  Female, 


104 
50 
53 
57 
69 
56 
93 
28 
62 
61 
47 
14 
140 
25 
33 
65 
90 
185 

2037 
76 

4930 
61 


Masons, 

Milliners,  . 

Millworkers, 

Miners, 

Painters, 

Ploughmen, 

Policemen, 

Porters, 

Printers, 

Sailors, 

Seamstresses, 

Servants,  . 

Shoemakers, 

Smiths, 

Spinners, 

Tailors, 

Travellers,  . 

Washerwomen, 

Weavers, 

Widows, 


No. 


1481 
41 
45 
50 
90) 
19 
51! 

162 

126 

217 

118 
1948 

454 

195 
29 

344 
54 
89 

232 

182 


13,938 


The  evidence  of  these  figures  is  indisputable ;  and  the  con- 
clusion, that  tlie  workinor  Masses  are  benefited  by,  and  con- 
sequently bound  to  support,  this  institution  is  irresistible. 

The  obiection  is  often  urged  by  the  working  classes  that 
though  they  may  contribute  liberally  in  aid  ot  any  scheme, 
they  ai-e  invariably  excluded  from  any  share  of  manage- 
ment. Admitting  the  validity  of  this  objection,  it  is  per- 
fectly groundless  in  the  present  instance,  l-very  LA,  is. 
subscribed  by  them  entitles  them,  according  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Koyal  Infirmary,  to  send  a  representative  to 
die  Committee  of  Contributors,  from  which  body  the  Mana- 
gers are  elected.  This  privilege  aUows  the  workmg  classes 
to  exercise  a  legitimate  influence  in  the  management  ot  the 
affairs  of  this  institution,  whenever  they  choose  to  avail 
themselves  of  it. 

It  has  been  signified  to  the  committee  that  some  miscon- 
ception exists  as  to  the  mode  of  collection  recommended  by 
Mr  Milne,— many  conceiving  it  to  be  a  compulsory  assess- 
ment enforced  by  the  employer ;  they  beg  to  state  that  there 
is  no  foundation  for  such  an  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  the 
mode  of  collection  and  the  amount  of  subscription  is  leit 
to  the  contributors.  Mr  Milne's  suggestion  was  (and 
the  committee  cordially  approve  of  it),  that  the  collection 
should  be  weekly,  and  the  sum  subscribed  one  penny,  if  pos- 
sible ;  the  management  of  the  details  being  left  entirely  to 
the  control  of  the  donors.  The  committee  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  they  are  opposed  to  any  attempt 
which  may  be  made  to  raise  funds  for  this  institution  either 
by  coercion  or  intimidation  ;  and  are  empowered  to  state,  that 
no  one  can  detest  such  conduct  more  heartily  than  Mr 

Milne.  1 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  sincerely  hope,  that  while 
this  movement  may  be  the  means  of  awakening  and  dif- 
fusing through  every  class  of  society  a  kindly  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy for  one  another,  and  in  teaching  the  need  there  is  "  of 
social  intercourse,  benevolence,  and  peace,  and  mutual  aid," 
it  may  be  also  instrumental  in  drawing  closer  the  ties  which 
unite  employers  and  eimployed,.  by  shewing,  that  their  inte- 
rests are  linked  together,  not  only  as  masters  and  servants, 
but  by  the  liability  of  all  to  those  sufferings  common  to  our 
nature. 
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Mr  John  Andekson,  journeyman  currier,  said,  lie  rose  to 
second  tlic  adoption  of  the  Report,  wliich  lie  did  mth  much 
confidence,  with  great  satistaction,  and  witli  real  pleasure. 
He  was  sure  ho  miglit  gay  with  the  gieatcst  propriety,  tliat  if 
ever  there  was  a  Heport  submitted  to  a  Public  Moetin.'  in 
Jidmburgb,  whiclj  was  essentially  its  own  best  intcroreter  -iml 
Its  own  best  defender,  it  was  the  Report  which  liarl  now  been 
read.  It  was  an  honour  to  the  head,  and  also  to  the  heart  of 
hmi  who  drew  it  up;  it  was  a  credit  to  the  committee 'by 
whose  peraiission  it  had  been  submitted,  and  he  (Mr  A  )  had 
no  doubt  if  it  received  anything  like  fair  plav,  it  would  prove 
Itself  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  that  great  institution  in  whose 
behalf  it  had  been  written.  To  every  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  member  of  the  working  classes  he  conceived  this 
meeting  would  be  most  refreshing  for  many  reasons.  lu  the 
first  instance,  it  was  refreshing  because  they  met  in  a  good 
place;  m  the  second  instance,  because  they  met  for  a  good 
object;  and,  m  the  third  instance,  he  trusted  he  mi<^ht  add 
because  they  met  in  a  good  spirit.  They  met  thcrl  in  the 
name  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  also  in  the  name  of  charity 
and  It  became  the  disciples  of  these  three  great  virtues  to  be 
generous  and  humane,  and,  under  no  circumstances,  to  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  call  of  the  afflicted.  The  strong  man  never 
assumed  a  more  commanding  attitude  than  when  he  was  pre- 
sented to  them  in  the  act  of  stooping  to  conquer— stooping  to 
assist  a  weaker  brother.  Again,  the  intelligent  man  never 
was  seen  to  greater  advantage  than  when  he  presented  himself 
111  the  act  of  giving  advice  when  adWce  was  required,  and  in 
the  act  of  adding  a  few  coppers  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  his 
fnendship,  and  increase  the  influence  of  the  precept 'he  had 
given.  It  was  refreshing  to  scrutinize  the  physiognomy  (if  he 
ihight  use  the  word)  of  this  benevolent  movement,  and  dis- 
cover the  various  sections  of  the  community  working  for  one 
common  object,  and  for  attaining  one  common  end— namely, 
to  support  an  institution,  whose  'welfare  and  prosperity  should 
be  the  study  of  all  classes  of  the  community.  It  was  true,  a 
_Vorkiug  man  might  be  a  member  of  a  benefit  society,  and  a 
n^erchant  might  have  much  money  in  the  hands'  of  the 
inoney-chaiigers ;  but,  unless  these  classes  were  fever-proof, 
and  had  received  some  invisible  mantle  to  prevent  the  cholera 
finding  them  out,  it  was  the  interest  of  them  all  to  support, 
and  support  well,  the  Royal  Infirmaa-y.  I  cannot  say  I  approve 
entirely  of  the  penny  per  week  scheme.  I  can  give  a  pennv 
myself,  but  I  know  working  men  who  cannot  give  it ;  and 
there  are  many  working  men  who  would  deserve  as  much 
credit  for  giving  a  halfpenny  a-week,  aye,  or  a  halfpenny  per 
month,  as  he  would  for  giving  a  penny.  (Applause.)  This 
reminded  him  of  a  fable  he  had  read,  of  the  beasts  of  the  field 
holding  a  meeting,  on  one  occasion,  to  redress  their  grievances. 


.'Between  tvO' very  lofty  tftomitains,  on  which  tliey  wei-o 
:Snt  to  rmm,  there  i^n  a  deep  chasm   whjeh  prevent- 
ed them  hvm  getting  ft-em  one  side  tO  the  other  and  the 
meetincr  resolved,  after  some  altercation,  nem.  con.,  that  thi.-, 
•Sm  "should       filled  up,  and  that  all  should  assist  jn  the 
rundert^iking.    There  was  to  be  seen  the  elephant  Avith  hi. 
•huge  and  unwieldy  form;  there  was  the  stag,  elegant  am 
-graceful;   and   there  was  the  leopard  with  his  spotted 
hide,  and  the  bear  with  his  shaggy  sides,  all  helping  to 
■tiGComplish  the  object  desired  ;  and  there  was  also  to  be  seen^a 
^ible^little  insect  carrying  a  small  grain  of  sand,  invisible 
perhaps,  except  by  a  microscope,  and  putting  it  in  to  helP  to 
fill  up  the  chistn.    m^y,  he  would  tell  them,  that  that  little 

•  insect,  insignificant  as' its  assistance  might  be,  deserved  as  great 
i credit  as  the  elephant  who  put  in  bis  ton  at  a  time.  (Loud 
■  cheerin«^.)    They  had,  then,  all  sections  of  the  community 

•  working  in  this  work,  or  should  have  them.  Here  was  the  me  - 
.  chanic,  for  a  time  forgetting  his  political  grievances  (although 
•be  would  not  have  them  to  forget  them  altogether),  and  as^- 
ciating  with  the  merchant  in  this  work ;  and  here  was  the 

•  merchant,  whom  they  might  feel  disposed  to  castigate  a  httlc 
:  at  other  times,  for  his  want  of  sympathy  with  them,  and  tor 
-  his  contracted  views  oil  many  subjects;  on  which  their  views 

were  more  expansive,  co-operating  with  the  working  classes 
.  But  the  working  classes  would  not  lose  by  this  conduct,'  but 
^  would  positively  add  a  feather  to  the  cap  of  labour  ;  and  this 
■mio-ht  be  the  means  of  sweeping  away  some  of  those  mists 

•  that  obscured  the  eyes  of  the  capitalists.    Here  they  had  the 
medical  gentleman,  whose  trade  increased  as  the  infarmary 
fille<l,  devoting  his  time  actually  to  put  trade  beyond  his  own 
door  :  the  medical  gentletoan,  whose  only  Cahfornia  was  his 
time  ioinin-J-  with  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  for  the  at- 
tainment of° a  common  object,  and  for' the  upholding  of  an 
institution,  whose  prosperity  and  welfare  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  preservation  of  the  public  health.    He  had 
once  taken  the  liberty  of  taking  notice,  at  a  public  meeting,  ot 
the  great  interest  his  Lordship  had  felt  for  the  lower  classes  ot 
the  commufiity  since  he  came  into  oflice.    That  Avas  before  a 
meeting  that  wa.s  not  essentially  a  working  man's  meeting ; 
find  he  could  not  let  the  opportunity  pass  without  repeating 
the  same,  and  thanking  his  Lordship,  before  this  working 
class  meeting,  for  the  great  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  people.    (Applause.)    He  trusted  his  Loi'dship 
would  be  long  spared  to  work  along  with  them,  for  they 
wanted  to  work  along  with  hiin.    (Cheers.)    And  when  his 
civic  reign  was  over,  he  trusted  a  strong  desire  would  be  ex- 
pressed to  have  his  portrait  hung  up  in  the  Council  Chamber 
alohg  with  his  predecessor's  (loud  cheering);  and  he  also 
trusted  that  a  strong  desire  would  be  felt  to  have  a  people's 
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edition  of  it  to  ornament  tho  domicile  of  many  a  working  man 
r      /il  ."If  •    (^"'^y^'i  cheering.)    It  was  refreshing  to 
know  that  they  could,  at  seasons,  meet  with  their  omplovers  as 
citizens,  a,s  countrymen,  and  as  men,  and  casting  aside  all  sec 
tarian  feeling,  and  forgetting  their  diversified  views  on  theo- 
logical and  political  matters,  come  bathed  in  the  waters  of 
universal  charity  ;  feeling  the  emotions  of  a  unive,7sal  huma- 
nity ;  and  hroathiiig  always  a  fervent  desire  to  leave  the  insti 
tutions  of  their  country  better  than  they  found  them.  The 
Koyal  Infirmary  was  a  blessing,  if  anything  on  earth  was  a 
blessing.    It  was  a  blessing,  as  a  working  man  had  lately  said 
to  him,  under  existing  circumstances.  So  was  the  sun,  and  the 
moon,  and  the  earth,  and  the  waters  ;  and  the  circumstances 
that  made  the  sun,  moon,  and  earth  a  blessing  was,  that  tliere 
were  the  other  circumstances  of  life  and  health  which  led 
them  to  enjoy  the  glorious  beams  of  the  one,  and  feast  on  the 
delicious  frmts  of  the  other.    He  believed,      long  as  life 
existed  even  after  the  suffrage  and  sobriety  were  universal, 
the  Infirmary  would  be  a  blessing.    He  had  felt  the  blessing 
of  an  infirmary  himself.    When  a  young  man,  a  few  yeal 
ago,  he  felt  a  strong  desire  to  travel  a  little,  and  one  evening, 
having  caught  a  severe  cold  and  subsequently  fever,  he  appli^ 
for  admission  to  an  infirmary,  and  for  a  month  he  was  an  in- 
mate of  that  house  of  refuge  and  help.    This  month  there  re- 
moved from  his  mind  many  prejudices  against  the  Infirmary-, 
which  were  very  strong  in  his  mind  before,  and  he  left  it  with 
a  tar  higher  opinion  of  infirmaries  than  he  had  hitherto  enter- 
tained.   He  would  not  like  to  be  the  means  of  starting  any- 
thing that  could  be  contraverted,  or  could  lead,  by  any  possi- 
bility, to  a  discussion  ;  but  he  could  not  help  stating,  that  if 
there  were  two  working  men,  in  this  vast  assembly,  who  had 
anything  like  a  right  to  refuse  supporting  the  Infimary,  or 
could  claim  a  right  to  give  it  only  a  very  limited  support,  it 
was  the  mover  and  himself.    Both  were  members  of  a  bene- 
fit society,  which  lessened  their  chance  of  ever  requiring  its 
assistance  ;  and,  on  public  grounds,  both  of  them  had  protested 
many  years  ago,  and  had  often  since  renewed  their  protest 
both  in  public  and  private,  against  the  custom  of  giving  and 
taking  drinks,  which,  be  believed,  took  six  out  of  every  ten  to 
the  Koyal  Infirmary,  and  prevented  other  two,  at  least,  from 
being  able  to  support  themselves  at  home.    He  did  not  speak 
merely  as  a  toe-totaller,  although  he  felt  a  growing  pride  at- 
tached to  the  name— he  did  not  speak  merely  as  a  citizen  of 
iidinburgh,  although  he  always  felt  a  glow  of  unutterable 
pride  when  he  beheld,  after  an  absence,  its  towering  temples, 
and  whenever  the  shaggy  mane  of  its  guardian  lion  met  his 
anxious  gaze ;— he  spoke  as  a  Scotchman,  and  what  Scotchman 
would  not  speak— as  a  working  man,  and  what  working  man 
should  be  silent— and  as  a  member  of  the  human  family.  And 
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1  !  he  said,  they  really  should  endeavour  to  cultivate  as  much  pa- 
)  triotism  as  to  induce  them  to  turn  their  back  upon  the  public- 
i  ;  house ;  and  he  believed,  by  doing  so,  they  would  be  turning 

■  their  backs  on  the  Royal  Infirmary,  The  working  classes 
•  .were  likely  to  feel  deeper  interest  now  that  greater  economy 

-should  be  practised  in  this  matter,  in  connection  with  the 

■  ; Royal  Infirmary,  than  hitherto.    He  assured  them  lie  was 
-sufficiently  startled,  when  reading  in  the  public  newspapers, 
that,  for  one  year,  there  had  been  spent  on  wines,  liquors,  and 
confections,  the  sum  of  £948,  while  the  whole  amount  paid  for 
medicines,  for  the  year,  was  only  £505.    He  would  not  like 
:to  set  himself  up  as  a  doctor,  lest  they  should  set  him  down  as 

i  a  quack.  (Laughter.)  But  the  pill  that  he  now  recom- 
i  imended  would  remove  a  disease  of  forty  years'  standing,  and 

tthat  was  the  tee- total  pledge.  (Applause.)    It  was  not  neces- 

-sary  to  inquire  who  were  the  originators  of  the  scheme  now 
I  J  proposed.  If  it  was  a  good  one,  let  them  give  it  their  hearty 
I  ;  support.    There  were  two  ways  in  which  they  could  support 

ithe  Royal  Infirmary  ;  the  first  plan  was,  by  giving  a  little  of 
1   1  their  means;  and  the  next,  to  adopt  every  legitimate  plan 

!by  which  they  could  preserve  their  own  and  the  public  health ; 

.and  by  so  doing,  they  would  directly  support  the  Royal  Infir- 

I  mary,  as  they  were  all  morally  bound  to  do.    (Loud  cheers.) 
The  Motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Report  was  then  put 

t  to  the  meeting,  by  the  Lord  Provost,  and  unanimously  ap- 

1  proved  of. 

Mr  Thomas  Fraser,  wood-carver,  then  addressed  the 
I  meeting.    He  said,  that  as  he  had  taken  rather  an  active  part 
i  in  resisting  the  scheme  proposed  by  Mr  Milne  in  the  Music 
]  Hall,  it  was  a  deep  source  of  pleasure  to  him  to  see  such  a 
1  large  assemblage  on  this  occasion.    As  he  had  said  there,  so 
]  he  still  thought,  that  a  meeting  of  master  tradesmen  only, 
I  called  by  circular,  was  not  the  wisest  way  to  promote  the 
i  interests' of  the  Infirmary ;  nor  was  it  anything  like  judicious 
I  to  call  those  employers  together,  to  consider  and  say  what 
I  their  workmen  should  do  in  the  matter.    (Applause.)  But 
i  it  must  be  told,  in  justice  to  Mr  Milne,  that  since  then,  in 
i  committee,  he  had  fully  explained  that  there  had  been  no 
i  intention  whatever  of  slighting  or  insulting  the  industrious 
I  classes ;  however,  he  thought  that  the  Lord  Provost,  and  Mr 
Milne's  friends,  would  now  be  glad  that  such  an  opposition 
was  offered  to  that  plan,  for,  by  this  meeting,  it  was  evident  a 
far  superior  feeling  had  been  aroused  to  that  which  previously 
I  existed.    (Cheers.)    In  the  preliminary  committee  they  had 
been  acting  on  a  good  and  common  understanding ;  Mr  Milne 
had  conceded  a  little  to  them,  and  they  had  conceded  a  little 
to  him,  so  that  their  arrangements  went  on  swimmingly ;  and 
.  he  might  remark,  that,  generally,  if  not  universally,  in  sucli 
I  cases,  men  would  find  a  common  ground  on  which  to  act  if 


-they  W«ht' •■  fraSiltiy '■ia«a':  conseiontiousl;^'-al)dat-       '  VoAhm. 
Thcte  were  very  few  insensiLlo  to  the  great  benefits  the  lloval 
Infirmai*y  conferred,  especially  on  needy  working  people.  'Tu 
all  classes,'  indeed ,  it  is  a  remarkable  advantage.  Vor  instance 
(luiing  the  rage  of  the  typhus  fever  lately,  unless  their  had' 
been  some  prompt  and  peculiar  means  employed  to  remove  the 
fever  patients  from  the  heatt  of  the  community,  a  fearful 
spread  of  this  contagious  mahtdy  would  have  been  the  terriblo 
result.   In  that  case,  the  Infirmary  had  been  like  a  fi nn  floo(*l- 
gate,  preventing  the  rushing  forth  of  disease  among  the  whob; 
community,  and  staying  the  distempered  torrent  in  its  work 
of  devastation.   The  Royal  Infirmary  ife  no  recent  institution 
It  originated  in  1725;  and  at  that  time  the  funds  of  11 
establishment  were  so  small,  and  its  moans  so  deficient,  th; 
no  more  could  be  done  than  rent  a  small  house  for  the  recep- 
tion of  a  very  few  poor  patients;  but  by  subscriptions,  and  the 
exertions  of  benevolent  individuals,  they  now  saw  their  hospi- 
tal one  of  the  most  spletidid  buildings  in  the  city,  and  it  was  a 
question  of  pride,  as  well  as  poKcy,  to  maintain  it;  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  astonishing  means  at  command,  thev  had 
witnessed,  with  regret,  that  in  1847-3  all  its  wards' wen.- 
crowded,— fever  patients  were  still  pouring  in,  and  tents  had 
to  be  bonwred  from  the  Ordnance  Office,  which  were  ei-ectcd 
ihithe  back  greens  of  the  preniises,  and  Avooden  sheds,  as  well, 
ivere  coristi-ueted,  to  accommodate  the  fever  patients,  so  nume- 
rous were  the  cases.    But  he  was  glad  to  say,  that,  by  theau 
and  similar  means  employed  by  the  Managers,  they  hcwl  sinco 
Ijeen  enabled  to  pull  down  the  sheds  and  remove  the  tent?, 
havhigtiow  i-oom' enough  in  the  ordinaiy  wards  to  accomodate 
their  reduced  hnmbei-  of  patients.   But  such  a  time  may  come 
■again,  and  if  they  crippled  the  means  and  energies  of  the 
■directors,  incalculable  may  be  the  evil  consequences  among 
the  destitute,  and  alarming  even  to  the  affluent.  (Hear.) 
Mr  Fraser,  after  quoting  a  number  of  extracts  from  rfeports  of 
the  managers,  to  shew  its  taanifold  advantages,  then  pro- 
ceeded.'— The  various  objections  made  to  the  plan  for  raising 
subscriptions  as  fii-st  proposed,  had  now  been  removed  com- 
pletely by  liberalizing  the  scherhe.  Nothing  even  of  -the  shadow 
"of  coercion  had  existence  ;  there  was  to  be  no  penny  a-week 
levied  indiscriminately  from  well  and  ill  paid  workmen;  no 
distinct  amount  was  stated  or  expected  from  the  working 
man  any  more  than  from  the  wealthy  man,  as  Mr  Milne  had 
left  the  richer  classes  to  do  as  they  choose ;  therefore  the  contri- 
btitions  M'ere  to  be  perfectly  voluntary  ;  every  man  to  give  a^ 
he  coul4,  and  no  one  would  be  coerced,  or  even  asked,  to 
Subscribe  more  than  he  thought  proper.    (Applause.)  The 
mode  of  collection  is  also  to  be  left  entirely  to  themselves ;  and 
iristead  of  clerks  and  foremen,  or  employers,  receiving  theii- 
subscriptions,  the  workirten  are  to  appoint  whoever  they  think 
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)est  fitted  to  take  charge  of  their  own  contrihutiohs.  (Ap- 
;'  clause.)  There  is  another  thing  thoy  ought  to  notice:  the 
"  Itafirmary  is  no  close-burgh  concern;  they  could  get  a  voice 
,  IV  the  management  by  paying  one  guinea  of  subscription. 
'  iBv  doino'  so,  each  contributor  to  this  amount  can  attend 
'  the  annual  meeting  of  contributors,  elect  the  managers,  and 

iearn  how  the  funds  are  expended.  What  the  committee 
1°  iirecommend  is,  that  in  every  work-shop  wherein  four  or  five 

■  ^  jubscribe  a  guinea,  it  shall  be  put  down  in  the  name  of  one 

■  mdividual,  and  he  attends,  as  the  representative  of  his  fellows, 

■  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Contributors  in  the  Council  Chambers, 
ilf  there  are  two  guineas,  or  ten  guineas  subscribed,  carry  out 

■  :the  same  principle,  and  appoint  a  delegate  for  every  guinea. 
"  /This  would,  in  his  opinion,  give  a  great  impetus  to  the  move- 

iiraent  among  the  working  population  :  if  there  is  mismanage- 

■  ;ment  in  the  Infirmary,  there  is  the  opportunity  to  correct  it. 
iThe  working  classes,  it  was  said;  wanted  votes,  here,  then,  was 

"  ;a  chance  to  get  them.   (Loud  cheers.)   There  was  one  feature 
••  :in  this  meeting  which,  as  a  working  man,  he  would  be  excused 
i-congratalating  them  upon— that  was,  at  seeing  so  many  em- 

■  ployers  meeting  with  their  workmen.  (Applause.)  His  greait 
f  rregret  had  always  been,  that  they  met  too  seldom  on  public 

ibusiness,  either  in  this  or  other  cities ;  and  he  believed  he  spoke 
'i  ttruly  when  he  said  of  the  employers  who  had  sat  on  the  com- 

imittoe,  that  they  had  attended  quite  as  regularly,  if  not 
'  tmore  so,  than  the  working  men  themselves.  And  those 
'  .  employers  would  admit,  that,  when  they  came  face  to  face  witli 

1  working  men,  they  did  not  find  them  the  most  unreasonable 
s  t fellows  in  the  world.    (Applause.)    He  trusted  that  in  this 

I  movement  they  would  go  hand  in  hand,  and  that  it  was  but 

;  an  introduction  to  more  matters  on  which  they  could  amicably 
j  ;  unite  for  the  relief  of  themselves,  for  the  welfare  of  the  countrj^, 
■'  :  and  for  the  general  elevation  of  the  working  classes.  (Cheers.) 
<  He  trusted  that  while  they  said  "  we  had  a  real  good  meeting," 
I-  I  they  would  not  go  away  and  forget  all  about  it ;  but  let  them 
?  use  their  pockets,  and  give  to  the  Infii-mary  the  benefit  6f  a 
little  money,  as  well  as  their  pleasant  countenances.  Letiidt 
f  the  managers  be  again  compelled  to  sell  out  part  of  the  prin- 
i  cipal  to  pay  the  current  debts.  Surely  they  could  support  such 
«  a  noble  institution ;  surely  there  is  wealth  enough  in  the  city 
e  to  maintain  it  in  prosperity;  and  if  the  working  men — his 
li  own  order — came  out  handsomely,  no  doubt  this  would  impel 
i-    their  employers  and  the  gentry  to  be  more  liberail  in  their 

i  offqrings  than  even  they  had  yet  been.  Let  us  not  act  like  the 
»  collier  of  Fife,  who  had  strayed  one  Sunday  into  church,-^a 
n  place  he  frequented  but  seldom,— when  the  sermon  happened 
1     to  be  upon  the  taking  of  Jericho :  during  thfe  discouree;  he  fell 

ii  asleep,  and  snored  away  till  the  last  psalm  was  singing ;  being 
li     asked  by  an  acquaintance  how  he  got  on  in  the  kirk,  "  Eh  !" 
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replied  Archie,  "  I  fell  a  doverin',  and  wlion  I  waukened  I 
fand  they  had  ta'czi  Jericho,  and  were  singing  and  reioicin« 
on  the  head  o't."    So  he  hoped  they  would  not  waken  up  at 
at  the  next  annual  meeting,— after  sleeping  on  the  subject  — 
and  find  how  gloriously  they  liad  got  on  without  tliem,  (Ap- 
plause.)   There  is  one  thing  he  had  been  led  to  speak  about 
at  the  Music  Hall  meeting,  and  which  lie  would  again  advei  t 
to.    It  is  a  subject  much  talked  of  by  the  working  class  — 
namely  a  Government  grant,  to  assist  in  securing  the  stability 
and  liberality  of  our  famous  hospital,  and  he  would  read  an 
extract,  that  should  have  considerable  influence  on  this  point 
from  the  last  report  of  the  managers.    "  The  exertions  and 
benevolence  of  all  should  be  excited  to  contribute  to  the  re- 
moval of  an  evil  so  repugnant  to  every  good  feeUng,  and  so 
liable  to  be  aggravated  by  the  perils  of  fire  and  storms.  But 
when  It  is  further  considered,  that  proper  accommodation  for 
the  reception  and  relief  of  the  sick,  and  more  especially  of 
thoee  afflicted  with  contagious  diseases,  is  an  important  element 
of  samtary  measures,  the  committee  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing their  hope,  that  not  only  the  members  for  the  city, 
but  those  of  the  other  burghs  and  counties,  whose  inhabitants 
derive  benefit  from  the  institution,  will  impress  on  her 
Majesty's  Government  the  absolute  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing eflective  to  remedy  an  evil  so  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  community."    It  perfectly  accorded  with  his  own  notions, 
that  this  institution  and  every  similar  institution  should  re- 
ceive support  from  Government ;  and,  in  fact,  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  charter  and  principles  on  which  the  institution 
w^as  goverened,— when  they  found  that  every  one,  no  matter 
where  he  came  from,  or  what  he  was,  had  a  perfect  right  and 
liberty  to  go  to  the  Infirmary  and  receive  attendance  and  ad- 
vice, he  thought  Government  was  bound  to  render  it  support ; 
and  one  grant  it  had  already  received  in  1745.    He  knew  of 
no  other  hospital  more  liberal  than  our  own.    There  was  a 
bountiful  liberality  of  admission  which  he  hoped  would  never 
be  infringed  upon.  No  matter  were  the  applicant  an  English- 
man, Scotchman,  Irishman,  or  foreigner,  all  were  admitted, 
and  all  had  an  equality  of  treatment.  He  knew  that,  being  a 
financial  reformer,  the  Lord  Provost  did  not  like  Government 
grants.    But  he  (Mr  F.)  must  take  notice  of  one  thing  which 
occurred  in  the  Town-council,  about  a  fortnight  ago.  It  was  then 
agreed  by  the  Town-council  to  petition  Government  for  a  grant  of 
a  £1000  a  year,  to  support  the  Museum  of  the  University.  Now, 
when  the  Town-council  thought  it  prudent  and  proper'to  apply 
to  Government  for  a  grant  to  get  a  heating  apparatus  to  pre- 
serve the  collected  curiosities  in  the  University  of  Edinbui-gh, 
—an  institution  which  is  peculiarly  for  the  education  of  the 
rich  or  comparatively  wealthy,  ^^'as  it  not  much  more  their 
duty  to  come  forward  and  memoralise  Government  to  give  a 
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grant  to  support  that  institution,  which  the  Lord  Provost  him- 
self, as  weU  as  others,  had  expressed  as  being  pecuharly  an  in- 
stitution for  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes  ?  (Applause.) 
He  did  not  say  this  for  any  invidious  purpose ;  but  his  opinion 
was,  that  the  Infirmai-y  was  a  national  institution,  (applause) 
and,  as  such,  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  Government  of  the 
nation.  But  while  speaking  of  such  a  grant,  he  would  say, 
»  don't  depend  upon  it."  (Laughter.)  Do  noi  think  you  will 
get  it,  for  it  is  little— very  little  indeed— the  poor  get  from  the 
Government.  (Cheering.)  While  they  applied  for  it,  he  trusted 
no  effort  would  cease  to  enlarge  their  own  subscriptions  to 
support  the  institution  independently  if  they  could.  (Cheers.) 
Cease  not  to  give  their  halfpence  till  they  had  got  that "  grant, 
as  there  was  no  saying  how  long  it  may  be  delayed :  perhaps 
it  might  come  somewhere  about  "  to-morrow  come  never.' 
(Laughter.)  The  resolution  he  had  to  propose  was  as  follows  :— 

That  this  Meeting  is  fully  aware  of  the  great  benefits 
derived  by  the  whole  community  from  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, and  the  desirableness  that  the  efficiency  of  this 
noble  Institution  should  not  bo  allowed,  in  any  manner, 
to  decline. 

That,  in  the  deliberate  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  it  is  expe- 
dient that  a  united  effort  ought  to  be  made,  amongst 
both  Employers,  Artizans,  and  others,  to  organize, 
amongst  themselves,  some  permanent  method  of  contri- 
buting to  its  Funds,  with  the  ultimate  view  of  placing 
the  Infirmary  in  a  position  independent  of  uncertain 
and  solicited  assistance. 
After  reading  the  resolution,  Mr  Fraser  proceeded, — Some 
might  say  that  the  Royal  Infirmary  was  organised  to  educate 
the  sons  of  the  rich ;  but  they  knew  well  that,  if  surgeons  and 
physicians  were  educated  in  the  Infirmary,  to  a  certain  extent 
the  benefit  of  such  an  education  came  back  to  the  poor,  in  the 
shape  of  superior  advice,  whether  it  was  given  in  the  Infirmary 
or  at  home.    Why,  according  to  the  report  read  to  this  meet- 
ing, during  the  last  three  years  18,000  persons  had  re- 
ceived advice  from  the  physicians  and  surgeons  in  attendance 
there ;  and  upwards  of  12,000  had  been  dismissed  cured  ! 
and  was  not  this  advantage  quite  as  valuable  to  the  poor, 
as  to  the  rich  was  tho  education  of  some  score  of  students  ? 
Let  us  then  go  on  unitedly ;  see  that  no  jealousy  or  rancorous 
feelings  existed  among  them ;  but  be  it  the  desire  of  employer 
and  workman  to  go  hand  in  hand,  as  they  had  already  done, 
and  make  a  spirited  and  united  etfort — determined  on  success, 
— to  relieve  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and,  if  possible,  do  without 
grants  from  Government,  and  make  it  depend  with  surety  up- 
on themselves.   (Loud  cheering.) 
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Councillor  Law  seconded  the  resolution  pi-oposed  bv  Mr 
l^  raser.    He  could  scarcely  say  anything  calculated  to  enforce 
the  claims  of  that  institution,  after  the  very  able  report  and 
speeches  which  they  had  just  heard.    Reference  had  already 
been  made  to  the  Infirmary  report  just  published,  and  he  may 
be  allowed  to  refer  to  a  sentence  or  two  in  it  also    It  is  con 
tained  in  the  report  of  Committee  of  Contributors  for  last 
year.  In  that  report,  the  committee  suggest  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  managers,  whether  it  would  not  be  exT>edient  to 
prepare  and  circulate  a  short  address,  enforcing  the  claims  of 
the  infirmary  on  the  attention  of  the  working  classes.  He 
(Mr  Law)  thought,  that,  if  the  gentlemen  who  prepared  tluK 
report  had  known  how  remarkably  well  qualified  the  working 
classes  were  (as  we  have  heard  this  evening)  both  to  write  and 
speak  addresses  themselves,  they  would  not  have  deemed  it 
necessary  to  enjoin  any  such  duty  on  the  Managers.  He 
doubted  if  a  single  manager  could  have  written  an  address  to 
the  working  classes  any  thing  at  all  to  be  compared  to  the 
report  they  have  heard  read,  or,  in  the  least  degree,  as  likely  to 
fand  its  way  to  the  business  and  the  bosoms  of  those  for  whom 
It  was  intended.    He  regretted  there  had  been  so  little  com- 
munity of  feeling  between  the  managers  of  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary and  those  he  now  saw  before  him.    If  there  could,  by 
any  means,  be  a  little  more,  the  managers  would  find  that 
they  would  have  far  less  to  do.    A  few  simple  earnest  words 
were  enough  on  a  sensible  subject,  and  in  a  good  cause. 
There  was  one  view  of  the  subject  which  he  would  like  to 
bring  before  them,  and  which  he  thought  they  would  reflect  on 
afterwards  with  pleasure.    Compare  their  gifts  to  the  Roval 
Infirmary,  be  they  large  or  small,  with  the  sums  they  were  ac- 
customed to  expend  in  any  other  way.    Take  for  example  the 
taxes.    They  all  contributed  in  some  way  to  the  taxes.  Look 
at  the  vast  amount  of  public  money  spent  in  ways  of  which 
they  could  not  approve.    Here  they  had  people  called  ambas- 
sadors dancing  over  all  Europe  at  an  enormous  expense,  doing 
no  service  or  any  imaginable  good  in  the  world,  but  rather 
tending  to  set  angry  people  by  the  ears  ;  then  you  have  mil- 
lions squandered  on  building  ships  not  required,  which  cannot 
sail,  but  they  can  lie  aside  and  rot,  until  they  are  broken  up  ; 
again,  look  at  the  sums  spent  in  pensions  to  men,  whose  an- 
cestors, perhaps,  some  200  years  ago,  pretended  to  have  done 
the  state  some  service ; — and  even  to  women,  about  the  nature 
of  whose  services  the  less  that  is  said  the  bettor.    These,  and 
a  thousand  other  ways  of  spending  the  taxes,  leaves  you  no 
room  for  pleasing  reflections  on  that  score ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  giving  money  to  the  Infirmary,  you  know  it  is  given 
for  a  good  pui-pose,  and  applied  to  a  good  end.    With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  little  spent  on  wine  and  spirituous  liquors,  of 
which  our  friend,  Mr  Anderson,  does  not  approve,  none  could 
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say  that  thero  was  a  single  farthing  misapplied.    The  nature 
of  that  benevolent  institution  makes  it  impossible  for  persons 
to  impose  upon  it.    No  man  will  feign  a  broken  arm,  or  a 
fractured  skull,  or  a  violent  fever,  or  a  fit  of  cholera,  for  the 
.sake  of  shelter  in  the  Infirmary  !  There  must  be  real  and  sen- 
^sible  suflerino-  before  real  relief,  medicine,  and  medical  skill 
can  be  administered  ;  whatever,  therefore,  you  make  up  your 
minds  to  give,  you  not  only  can  give  without  a  fear  or  a  grudge, 
but  with  a  perfect  gratification.    We  are  accustomed  to  hear 
a  good  deal  said  about  people  receiving  benefits  from  the  In- 
ifirmary  from  distant  parts  of  the  country  which  contribute 
inothino-.    It  is  hardly  fair  to  consider  the  matter  m  this 
1  Uo-ht.  ''The  Infii-mary'was  instituted  from  motives  of  pure  be- 
1  nevoience.    It  has  hitherto  been  supported  from  similar  mo- 
■  tives  ;  and  we  have  heard  to-night  the  immense  good  it  has 
.  done.'    Would  it  not  be  almost  a  pity  to  tarnish  the  glory  of 
:  such  an  institution  by  a  Government  grant,  or  a  tax,  as  I  have 
heard  some  pei-sons  propose,  on  the  surrounding  counties.  This 
would  entirely  neutralize  the  benevolent  character  of  the  in- 
.  stitution,  and  convert  it  into  a  mere  hospital-hotel,  where  each 
visitor  paid  for  all  he  obtained.    As  it  is,  however,  whoever 
came  there  was  asked  no  questions  ;  and  the  doors  of  the  in- 
stitution were  ever  open  to  calamity  and  distress ;  and  what- 
ever you  give,  therefore,  you  may  be  sure  will  be  expended  in 
the  very  spirit  which  dictated  those  inscriptions  on  the  front 
of  the  venerable  edifice — 

"  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty, 
and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I  was  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me ;  sick, 
and  ye  visited  me  ;  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in." 
And  you  will  further  remember  that  sure  promise,  that  even  a 
cup  of  cold  water  given  to  a  disciple  will  in  no  wise  lose  its  re- 
ward. The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  una- 
nimously agreed  to;         ■  V' 

The  Lord  Provost'  having  stated  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Town- Council  to  apply  to  Government  for  a  grant  in  aid 
of  the  University,  and  which  seemed  satisfactory  to  the  meet- 
ing, 

Mr  P.  Anderson,  moved  the  second  resolution.  He  said  he 
was  glad  to  see  the  increased  interest  evinced  by  this  meeting 
compared  with  the  one  in  the  Music  Hall,  which  was  a  justifi- 
cation of  the  course  he  pursued  on  that  occasion,  in  moving 
that  the  plan  be  submitted  to  a  meeting  of  the  working 
classes.  Although  we  seem  to  be  unanimous  in  support  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  yet  there  are  some  who  object  to  contribute 
to  that  institution.  Amongst  those,  he  had  heard  that  it  was 
merely  a  school  for  the  teaching  and  benefit  of  the  medical 
profession.  That  may  be  true  so  far,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  very  many  derive  direct  benefit  from  it  as  patients.  In 
1847,  upwards  of  7000  were  admitted  ;  and  of  these  two-thirds 
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wore  dismissed  cured;  one-seventh  died;  the  others  were  either 
dismissed  with  advice  at  ;their  own  request,  or  as  receiving  no 
benefit.  The  Infirmary  Avas  the  most  popular  institution  in 
the  city,  simply  because  of  its  utility  as  a  medical  school, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  affording  the  best  medical  treatment  to 
every  person  that  may  require  it,  and  as  such  it  ought  to  bo 
well  supported.  The  resolution  speaks  for  itself;  it  Ls  one  of  a 
practical  nature, — it  provides  for  the  safety  of  the  money  and 
its  mode  of  collection ;  the  committee  are  responsible  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  the  contributors,  when  the  proceedings  will 
be  submitted  to  them.  To  the  recommendation  at  the  end, 
tlie  projected  Government  grants  would  only  decrease  the  sub- 
sciiptions,  unless  the  Infirmary  i-eceived  as  much  as  it  required. 
Then,  the  Government  would  take  the  management,  and  ap- 
point a  great  nuniber  of  high-paid  officials;  these  officials 
would  act  in  a  different  manner  towards  the  patients  than  if 
they  were  subjecte'd  to  the  popular  constraint.  At  present, 
the  managers  and  others  connected  with  the  Infirmary  are  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  the  public,  and  that  is  the  reason  Avhy 
it  has  been  so  well  managed.  (Applause.)  In  Ireland, 
infirmaries  are  in  a  different  position  ;  they  get  Government 
money,  and  instead  of  being  well  managed,  they  are  so  badly 
conducted  that  an  Lish  member  lisked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  into  Parliament,  in  1843,  to  remedy  many  flagrant  abuses 
and  other  evils ;  yet,  instead  of  removing  those  abuses  and  evils, 
the  Government,  while  admitting  them,  objected,  as  usual, 
to  their  removal,  and  opposed  the  bill.  There  may  be  some 
things  requiring  amendment  in  our  Infirmary,  yet  he  had 
not  hoard  of  any  necessity  for  applying  to  Parliament  to 
effect  that  object.  It  is  said  again,  that  the  Infirmary  ought 
to  be  supported  by  the  poor-rates,  or  by  an  assessment.  If  by 
the  poor-rates,  it  must  be  somewhat  under  tho  management 
of  the  Poor-law  Board,  and  many  who  now  take  the  benefit 
tho  Infirmary  affords  would  not  like  to  be  considered  paupers. 
If  by  assesment,  he,  for  one,  M  ould  rather  pay  four  shillings 
voluntary  than  three  as  a  tax  ;  at  all  events,  he  thought  we 
should  try  to  do  without  these  aids,  by  voluntarily  giving  some 
of  our  substance  in  support  of  an  institution  of  which  we  have 
reason  to  feel  a  little  proud.  (Applause.)  Mr  Anderson  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  following  resolution : — 

That  in  order  to  carry  out  the  above  Resolutions,  a  Com- 
mittee be  now  appointed,  consisting  of  Employers  and 
Workmen,  with  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  tho 
Royal  Infirmary,  and  that  this  Committee  shall  send  a 
copy  of  the  present  Resolutions  to  every  Eni^)loyer  and 
Workshop  in  the  City  and  neighbourhood,  intimating 
to  the  parties,  that  an  authorised  agent  will  call  upon 
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them  at  an  eat-ly  day,  to  learn  tlieir  pleasure  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  they  are  iiicUned  to  co-operate  m  this 
benevolent  cause. 
'That  all  sums  of  money  paid  to  the  authorised  agents  of  the 
Committee  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Savmgs  Bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  Infirmary ;  and  the  Committee  shall 
have  power  to  call  a  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  on  the 
second  Monday  of  January,  1850,  to  receive  their  An- 
nual Report  of  the  proceedings,  and  take  such  farther 
steps  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
Mr  J.  F,  Macfarlan  said— He  felt  great  satisfaction  in  se- 
ocondin-'  the  resolution,  particularly  as  it  was  a  resolution  of 
practical  nature.    Union  was  strength,  and  union  m  a  good 
ccause,  like  that  in  which  they  were  now  engaged,  must  pre- 
^vail.    Their  efforts  for  a  time  might  fail,  but  m  the  end 
>  would  doubtless  be  crowned  with  success.    He  could  not 
Ihelp  expressing  the  very  great  satisfaction  it  gave  him  to 
Ibe  present  at  this  meeting.    There  had  of  late  been  far  too 
1  much  separation  between  the  classes  referred  to  as  the  em- 
1  ploying  and  the  employed.    Thei-e  had  been  a  jealousy  en- 
t  tertained  of  the  one  by  the  other,  and  this  jealousy  was  very 
1  apparent  at  the  meeting  in  the  Music  Hall,  where  some  of 
I  his  friends  among  the  working  classes  thought,  and,  as  it  now 
I  appeared,  unjustly,  that  coercion  was  intended.    The  idea  of 
I  coercion  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  those  who  called  the 
first  meeting  ;  and  now  that  they  were  met  again  so  happily, 
he  trusted  that  no  such  idea  would  enter  into  any  of  their 
minds.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  benefits  of  an  institution  like  the 
Infirmary  were  wide  and  general,  and  extended  to  all  classes. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  this  institution  in  past  years,  they  knew 
how  fearful  fever  would  have  been,  and  how  fatal  its  effects. 
It  was  common  ground  on  which  they  were  all  now  met. 
They  were  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Infirmary ;  and 
this  mutual  interest  led  them  to  unite  in  the  endeavours  they 
were  now  making,  and  which,  he  trusted,  would  be  eminently 
successful  in  supporting  that  institution  in  the  full  vigour  of 
its  operations,  and  that  it  might  be  productive  of  the  best  re- 
sults to  the  community.     Then,  as  to  its  being  an  ad- 
junct to  a  medical  school,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance. 
The  fame"  of  the  Edinburgh  school  extended  over  the  whole 
earth.     Its  degree  was  the  highest  object  of  a  medical 
student's  ambition,  and  could  not  be  gained  without  work- 
.  ing  hard  for  it.    He  had  some  knowledge  of  the  Infirmary  as 

•  a  medical  school,  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  attending  it 

•  Rs  a  student  about  1811-12,  and,  as  regards  the  attendance  of. 
students,  he  might  state  this  fact,  that  students  never  were 
permitted  to  interfere  with  the  due  attention  and  care  of  the 
patients.   If  the  case  was  such  as  to  require  seclusion,  no  stu- 
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dontwas  admitted.    In  operations,  this  was  eminently  tlie  t 
case,  for  the  life,  health,  and  complete  recovery  of  the  patient  i' 
was  the  whole  object ;  and  the  students  themse'lves  feeling  this,  s 
never  intruded  where  their  presence  would  be  hurtful.    (Ap-  i 
plause.)    The  whole  community  has  felt  the  benefit  of  the  In- 
firmary as  a  medical  school.    He  might  ventui-e  to  .sav,  that  1 
such  things  as  mere  experiments  never  were  made  on  human  1 
beings  there  ;  and  when  new  remedies  were  introduced,  thev  i 
were  never  adopted  without  such  an  amount  of  ovideiKO  in 
their  favour  as  to  warrant  their  employment ;  and  no  expense  i 
had  ever  prevented  the  use  of  the  most  proper  and  best  remedies. 
Many  things  had  been  introduced  to  lessen  the  violence  of  dis- 
ease, and  to  lessen  the  pain  of  oj)eration  ;  and  they  must  liavc 
all  heard,  that  now  a  man's  leg  might  be  taken'  off  and  he 
know  nothing  about  it.  (Laughter.)  If  this  was  called  experi- 
menting, he  had  no  doubt  that  any  one  of  them  would  like 
such  an  experiment,  should  he  ever  stand  in  neetl  of  the  ope- 
rating knife.    He  trusted  that  more  good  would  result  out  of 
this  movement  than  the  mere  addition  to  the  funds  of  the  In- 
firmary, and  that  it  would  lead  to  a  better  understanding  b»*- 
tween  all  classes.    (Cheers.)    As  to  what  Mr  Anderson  siiid 
about  the  use  of  wine,  if  it  was  never  used  but  as  a  medicine, 
he  believed  the  most  ardent  tee-totaller  -would  not  object  to  it. 
He  could  tell  from  experience,  that  there  were  certain  stages 
in  fever,  as  well  as  in  some  other  diseases,  in  which,  if  wine 
was  not  poured  down  -without  measure,  life  would  sink  im- 
mediately ;  and  that  it  absolutely  saves  life  has  been  proved 
again  and  again.    (Applause.)    The  attempt  had  even  been 
made  to  substitute  spirits  for  wine,  but  it  most  entirely  failed. 
Wine,  and  wine  alone,  was  found  to  answer  the  puq^ose.  If 
they  could  take  it  out  of  bond  free  of  duty  it  would  effect  a 
great  saving.    Last  year's  report  stated,  that  ten  pipes  of  port 
wine  had  been  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  L.578,  15s.,  and  of  this 
sum  about  L.300  M-as  duty.    If  that  duty  could  be  remitted 
for  any  object,  it  should  be  remitted  where  life  and  health  were 
at  stake.    (Cheers.)    The  same  remark  might  apply  to  the 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  taken  from  all  legacies  left  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary ;  and  it  M'as  hard,  while  other  institutions  were  alto- 
gether supported  by  Government,  this  institution  should  have 
to  pay  such  heavy  sums  to  Government.  On  these  points  there 
ought  to  be,  and  must  be  some  relief  given.    (Appljiuse.)  As 
to  the  heavy  burden  entailed  by  the  Irish  sick,  it  was  deeply 
to  be  lamented,  but  they  never  could  refuse  to  relieve  distress 
in  whomsoever  it  existed  ;  yet  it  would  be  well  if  the  Irish 
would  make  some  effort  to  maintain  themselves.    A  vast  ex- 
tent of  land  lay  there  ready  to  be  redeemed,  and  there  were 
plenty  of  workmen  to  till  the  ground  ;  but  something  or  other 
always  prevented  them  from  doing  it ;  and  there  they  were, 
a  picture  of  misery  and  distress  which  it  wrung  one's  heart  to 
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:hink  of ;  and  this  distress  it  was  at  once  their  duty  and  their 
interest  to  use  their  best  exertions  in  endeavouring  at  least  to 
alleviate,  if  they  could  not  altogether  remove.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr  TuRNEB,  a  journeyman  hatter,  then  handed  a  L.5  note 
to  the  Lord  Provost,  iis  a  donation  from  his  trade.  The  Lord 
Provost  suggested  that  Mr  Turner's  name  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee about  to  be  proposed,  which  was  heartily  agreed  to. 

Mr  Steele  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr  Gilmobe,  that 
•.the  following  gentlemen  be  named  the  Committee : —     '    ■ ' 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Loed  Provost. 
Chakles  Cowan,  M.P. 
James  Milne. 
'        Councillor  Law. 
J.  F.  Macfablan. 
Aechd.  Thomson. 

Thomas  Sibbald,  Master  Merchant  Company. 
Convener  Weib. 
Dean  of  Guild  Wilson. 
F.  Ranken. 
RicHD.  Whytock. 
Wm.  Cboall. 
Geo.  Lobimeb. 

 Hawthobn,  Leith  Foundry. 

Robebt  Chambees. 
J,  Gbay. 
Thos  Ireland, 

A.  TuENBiTLL,  Edin.  and  Leith  Glass  Works. 
Geo.  Ritchie,  Brewer. 
Wm.  Steel. 

Right  Rev.  Bishop  Gillis. 
Patrick  Baekee. 

A.  Landale,  Manager  of  Sir  John  Hope's  Coal  Works. 
Working  Men. 


John  Smith. 
RoBEET  Bell. 
Thomas  M'Lean. 
Robeet  Rae. 
William  Morrison. 
Geo.  Gibson.      ^  . 
Thomas  Hutchison. 
Andbew  Ritchie. 
William  Peacock. 
Alex.  Smith. 
Peter  Andeeson 
Thomas  Feaseb. 
George  Mackay. 
James  Urquhabt," 


D  GiLMOEE. 

James  Nisbet. 
Robeet  Sutherland. 
T.  Hannah. 
Wm  Shearer. 
Adam  Henderson. 
Thomas  TnoMsoir. 
Hugh  Heney. 
John  Foed. 
James  Philips. 
T.  Blackie. 
H.  Ranken. 
Joseph  Turner. 
A.  Ranken. 


With  power  to  add  to  their  number. 
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Mr  A.  Thomson  then  road  a  letter  from  the  proprietor 
of  the  rooms  (J.  Nohman  Lockhart,  Esq.),  giving  them  gratis, 
in  consideration  of  the  object  for  wliich  they  were  met.  Mr 
T.  moved  that  tlie  meeting  return  tlieir  best  thanks  to  Mr 
Lockhart,  and  a  unanimous  cheer  wa-s  the  response. 

Mr  T.  Blackie,  bookbinder,  expressed  much  gratification  at 
the  manner  in  which  his  Lordship  had  so  kindly  complied  with 
their  request  to  preside  at  the  meeting,  and  also  with  the 
spirit  and  interest  he  had  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
citizens  of  Edinburgh,  before  and  since  he  came  into  office, 
and  with  his  benevolence  and  humanity,  and  his  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  He 
therefore  proposed  that  a  vote  of  thanks  should  be  tendered 
to  him  for  presiding  at  the  meeting,  in  grateful  remembrance 
for  the  many  services  he  had  already  rendered  to  the  city, 
and  for  the  many  they  might  yet  expect  him  to  render  to  the 
community.    (Tremendous  cheering.) 

The  LoKD  PaovosT  replied.  He  felt  very  unworthy  of  the 
kind  notice  they  had  taken  of  him,  but  he  never  felt  so  much 
at  home  as  when  among  the  working  classes ;  and  whatever 
he  might  have  done  heretofore,  all  he  would  say,  was,  that  he 
had  always  meant  well.  (Loud  cheers.)  He  owed  the  citizens 
of  Edinburgh  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  honours  they 
had  conferred  upon  him ;  and  if  any  thing  could  stimulate 
him  to  be  more  useful  than  hitherto,  it  was  this  expression 
of  their  kindness  towards  him.  (Cheers.) 

The  meeting  then  separated. 


Butworlptlons  received  by  Mr  IRELAND,  Secretary,  Ko.  4 
Hunter  Square,  wbo  will  fumlsb  every  necessary 
Information. 
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